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WIS CBLLAN YT. 
FOR cHE PHILANTHROPIST. 


A DIALOGUE 

BETWEEN COHELETIC AND PHILALETHES. 

Cohelcth. Minkiad are born into the world to- 
tally depraved. ' 

Philalethes. ‘This assertion depends on proof. 
They must be depraved before they were born, 
by their own act, or by the act ofanother. ‘That 
rnankind acted so before they were born as totally 











to deprave themselves, | presume no man has | 


knowledge of, and I think no scripture asserts that 
mankind are totally depraved by the act of moth- 
er Eve and father Adam: this is equally unscrip- 
iural and irrational. Hence it will follow, that 
if mankind are born into the world totally deprav- 
ed, they are made so by the act of God! You as- 
sert this depravity of yourselves. Of its truth, 


—-of your own wickedness, pride, ignorance, and 
error, we have sufficient proof—whethér it be to- 
tal, must be left to God and your own hearts. Aw- 
ful must be your case, if God has given you up to 
total blindness and impenitence, to treasure up 
wrath against the day of wrath, 
— 
Coh. What think you of Chrisi? 
Phi. He is the image of the invisible God, the 


brightness of the Father's glory, the character of 


his substanee, a ray of divinly, the legos by whieh 
(iod made the world, and the Immanuel Ged with 
us. I confide in the account Christ has given of 
himself, and God has given of him. not doubiing 
its truth, fur it i¢ cleay and infeliigibie. 

Coh. 1 am orthodex. I have got the funda- 
mentals of christianity. 

Phi. ‘This assertion you cannot prove. No 
man that knows his own ignorance and the plague 
of his own heart, would muke such an assertion.— 
You must first prove your judgment is infallible. 
You think you are orthodox, aud who does not 
think so of themselves. 

Coh. My creed has always been considered or- 
thodox by some. 

Phi. Your creed has always been considered 
heterodox by some. This proves nothing. Are 
the opinions of men the standard of orthodoxy? 
Whose judgment is infallible? No man can assert 
that he ts orthodox, unless he is an infallible judge. 
] know of no greater evidence of pride and igno- 
rance than the practice of continually spouting 
one’s orthodoxy and fundamentals. 

Coh. Christ was the substitute for sinners. He 
took upon himself the guilt of sin, and suffered the 
punishment due to sin, in the room and stead of 
sinners. . 

Phi. Then it will follow, that those for whom 
he suffered have no sin, they are free from sin, 
and the spirit ef God cannot convince them of sip, 
ior they have none. 

Coh. But Christ has given me a robe of righ- 
teowsness, which completely covers all my sing, 
and has promised me I shall never lose it. His 
righteousness is imputed to me, and is my com- 
plete justification before God. 

Phi. Then all personal righteousness is worse 
than nothing; it robs God of his glory, and Christ 
o! his merits in youe salvation. Hew lowly must 





Christ appear. to a sin-loving soul, when he be- | 


‘Yieves that he will deliver him from the punish- 
‘ment of sin in the next world, afier he has been 
' wallowing in vice and iniquity all he can in this, 
without one good or righteous act? For if one 
righteous act from man is necessary, then the im- 
| puted righteousness of Christ is not complete. 

Coh. “But faith and gospel obedience are ne- 
cessary to salvation. 
| Phi. Then something is neceseary besides the 
imputed righteousness of Christ. 

Coh. “Forgiveness of sin is the whole that 
God bestows upon men for Christ’s sake.” Vid. 
Emersous’ sermon on the atonement. 

Phi. Wt this is true, then it will follow that 
the imputed righteousness of Cliyist falls to the 
ground as unscriptural. 

Coh. The atonement was made by a divine 
person. 

Phi. Then on your scheme, the supreme God 





° . . adi <c | 
your own actions and conduct- are the best proof! Suffered and died on the cross! 


Coh, The Calvinists hold that the sinner is 
forgiven for the sake of Christ, sae Socinian, for 
God’s sake. 

Phi. What matter is it to you and me, what 
Calvin or Secinus held, or did net hold? If God's 
character and goodness are maintained in the for- 
giveness of sin, what need of disputing, whether 
it is for God’s or for Christ’s sake? If the divine 
nature is one and the same, and the atonement was 
thade in the divine nature, where is the differ- 
ence ? if the benefits of the atonement consist in 
the forgiveness of sin, who is there that denies 
the doctrine ? Who does not believe that he is a 
sinner and needs forgiveness ? Hew agreeable to 
a wigked wan wust that plan »p).2r which teach- 
es that God will forgi¢e all his sins without one 
act from him! How delightful to believe tivat all 
¢ood works, if he could do them, were worse thas 
nothing ; that they would rob God ot his glory, and 
Christ of the honors ef his sacrifice! blow charm- 
ing to think that all his sins were necessary to pro: 
mote the glory of the Creator, and the greatest 
possible geod! He cannot, in strict verity, wish 
for one sin less, or one good act. Hew good 


sins and covered him with the robe ot his righ- 
teousness, which will forever screen him from 
evil! In the firm belief of ali this, how will he 
joy in God, in Christ, and in his own happiness:! 
He must, he will love God and Christ for ail this. 
No plan can be invented*more grateful. to the 
sinner. 

Coh. Salvation is wholly of grace. 

Phi. Granted; but human endeavours are the 
means by which saving grace is obtained. If not 
so, after you have said that mankind are entirely 
destitute of moral faculties and of a conscience, as. 
Dr. Ward, of Serampore, states of the Hindoos,. 
shut up vour bible, shut up your mouth, Coheleth. 

I have not written out of disrespect to: any 
man, or society of men. 1] mean no personal 
reflections. Iam fallible. Follow meno farther 
than I follow the truth. BIBLE MAN, 

———S=_o_oaoeoe—= 

A lawyer once jeeringly asked a Quaker,.if he 
could tell the difference between alse and likewise. 
‘O yes, said the Quaker, pertly, ‘ Erskine is a 
great lawyer; bis talents are admired by every 
one: thou art a lawyer also, but not like wise. 





must Christ appear, who has borne the guilt of his | 


FOR THE PHILANTHROPIST. 
THE LADIES’ FRIEND, No. 2. 


Men rail against women, eall them mulabele genus: 
pwith Horace, exclaim with Lord By ron that “treach- 
ery is all their trust,” or with the “Gentleman who Las 
left his lodgings” * that they are soon contented to fol- 
low the crowd ;” yet, in spite of al) these objections, the 
‘influence of woman remains about the same as it was 
when Anthony lost the world for Cleopatra. 
New Monthly Magazine. 

The powerful influence which Woman, “lovely 
woman” possesses over the feelings and actiens of 
the other sex, is universally acknowledged. In 
looking back upon the page of history, we behold 
the astonishing effect of this influence upon the 
minds of men and its agency in guiding the desti- 
nies of nations. By Helen’s beauty, Troy was laid 
in ashes, and Anthony sacrificed fame, fortune and 
his kingdom for Cleopatra’s love. But let us bring 
the subject nearer home; let us consalt our-own 
bosoms, and we shall find that its power has there 
been felt, that we have been. ina greater er lesser 
degree subject to its dominion, and that it has oftea 
been the spring of our actions, 

“ Our helm and our compass, our guide and star.” 

Often in the abserice of correct principle, when 
every other incentive to virtue has failed, has the 
magic influence of wormarreclaimed the wanderer 
and brought him back to the path of moral recti- 
tude; while, on the other hand, itds equally true, 
that it is frequently perverted to the very worst 
purposes, and has been in an emivent degree the 
foe to virtue. It is not enough considered how in- 
timately the prosperity of a community is connect- 
ed with the moral standing of the female sex, and 
hew much its happiness depends upon the source 
of that powerful influence whica t mreupul 
the minds of men, being pure and uncorrupted. 
We are, many times, swayed by this “magic spell,” 
in forming our opinions, and guided by it in our 
conduet, without our being hardly sensible of its 
existence in our minds; and the motives of many 
of ouractions will, iftraced to their source, be found 
. to have this for their foundation, although we might 
‘at the time have been quite unconscious of the fact. 
Werebey the laws which woman has established 
as we do those established by authority of govern- 
| ment, without being sensible of their existence ; 
and without considering that by a contrary course 
of conduct we shonidsubject ourselves toa penalty. 
These remarks are applicable only to those gen- 
eral laws which “the sex” have established in ev- 
ery civilized society, and which are implicitly 
obeyed. 

There are also,.a multiplicity of bye-laws which 
they are continually enacting, although it.is often 





them.. From.a fondness. for novelty, or perhaps 
what would be nearer the iruth,. from a desire to 
see how far the despotism of their. influence will: 
extend,. they. are daily enjoining upon those who, 
the. poet says,. were: born to please them,* the 
performance of numberless. little unimportant 


vanity to see with what: carefulness they are at- 
tended.to, and.with what. alacrity and. readiness 
complied with. It would be useless to undertake 
to designate these female fye-laws, their number 








«When they command whom man was born to pleaseg” ” 


difficult tinding out the occasion which gave rise to: 


commands; and it.is no doubt. gratifying to, the:r- 
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being immensely great, their varieties endless, and piece of land, and secured his title, leaving the | 


‘their characters diametrically opposite. Every honest purchaser without remedy. | 
lady has a code of her own forming, of which she; ‘This simple relation is not recorded to disconr- 
is sole judge,-and all within the sphere of her influ- age missionaty centributions—far from it. But 
ence must abide by it. ‘to shew the effect of holding out improper mo- 
This influence being thus powerful and univer- tives to action. I say boldly, that those who be- 
‘sal, how much it is to be desired that it may be en- lieve in their hearts, as Mr. Newell once wrote 
listed in the caust of good taste and good morals; home from Bombay, that “whole nations were 
and that the ladies may, by discountenancing every sinking into heli’? because they have not the 
tlimg that militates against them, do away many ef knowledge of the Gospel, ought to deny themselves 
those absurd customs and corrupt practices which. even the conyeniences of Jife, and jive sparingly 
prevail among us. I donot wish to be understood upon the necessaries ; that if, in fact, the cow hide 
to mean, that this influence, when it is ewercised shoes pinch, they ought in summer to go bare-| 
in aiding the cause of morality and virtue is all- foot!—This man had no right to devote the pro- | 
powerful m reclaiming those who are the slaves ceeds either of his labour or economy in this way, 
of vice, the victims of evil habits, and uncontrotled to the injury of his family or his creditors. Let, 
passions. No, they are beyond the reach of hu- those who have and to spare, contribute as their 
man help—abandoned to every species of vice, consdfences dictate. Heaven is not to be bought 
devoid of every particle of shame, they are wholly with money. We have heathen to convert, and 
regardless of the good or bad opinion of any, and worse than heathen at home, to reform. I trust 
nothing but the arm of Omnipotence can save the nearly exploded system of urging contribu- 
them. But of such, the number is, comparatively | tions from the motiye which probably influenced 
speaking, very smali. There are but few who are this poor man, will be followed by one more ra- 
not desirous of the good opinion of the world in tional and enlightened, and more worthy the char-} 
general, of haying a good name among men, and, acter of a just as wel! as merciful Creator. 
still more so of having a good name among women— 
of having the esteem of those upon whom their ge SOM SLASH FOUTS. 
happiness in this world so much depends. To the Editors of Plain Truth.—! have the com- 
1 


his powerful and extensive influence has been, fort of being united with what may be called a 
as was before observed, productive of both good | Gospel gossip—one of the most zealous and per- 
and bad consequences toman. Whether they sha}! | Severing members of Missionary societies, &c. 1 
be good or bad, depends both upon the character, #@ @ poor man, and have a numerous family to’ 
of the individual who exercises it, and the judicious | @4intaie, and, ia truth, have little to spare beyond 
or injudicious manner in which it is exeroised. the necessary support of my family, and the pay- 

Some further remarks on this subject I shal}| ment of my honest debts; yet my house is the 
leave for a future pumber. B. |contmual resort of itinerant preachers, and my 


a: wife seems to think it her duty to entertain them 
on the very best, at whatever expense of time, at- | 
tendance and delicacies —Thus the necessary bu- 
|siness of my family is often interrupted, my tea- 


The New-York Missionary Register has pub. | caddie emptied, and many bills and demands cre- 


: ; ated, which | find it really difficult to pay. 
< - . . 5 5 r . : Y . z ? . . 
lished a letter froma Mr. Bliss, to the Treasure | Of late, anew grievance has still more distress- 
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FROM THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE SENTINEL. 





GRINDING THE FACE OF THE POOR. 


SUPPORT OF 'THE CLERGY. 

Every man is bound, according to his ability, te 
contribute to the support of the gospel in his own 
vicinity: to aid in building, and in keeping in 
good repair, a church, or house for public worship, 
which will accommodate all the people, rich and 
poor, within a particular district: and to contrib- 
ute liberally towards the maintenance of a respect- 
able minister of the gospel. And here, in passing, 
1 shall take the liberty to observe, that very few 
men seem to entertain any just idea at ali about 
this matter of supporting a pastor. There is not 
one clergyman of twenty in our country who re- 
ceives an adequate pecuniary support from his 
congregation. In proof of this assertion, | appeal 
tothe fact, thatso many are obliged to keep schools, 
to labour on farms, to take baarders, or to resort 
to some other occupation in order to add a trifle 
to the scanty pittance allowed them by their peo 
ple. 

Correct sentiments are not generally entertain- 
ed on this subject. Men seem to forget that a 
clergyman has wants of precisely the seme nature 
with their own. That himself and family must 
be fed and clothed, and bis children educated.—. 


That it is just as much his duty, as it is the duty of 


any Christian, to provide for the future. 

But besides the ordinary demands for money to 
which he is subject equally with cther men, there 
are some specialities in his case which render a 
larger provision necessary for him. Every cler- 
gyiman, for instance, ought to be enabled to own 
a valuable library, or else every congregation 
ought to colleet a public library for the use of 
both pastor and people. 

A minister of the gospel ought to be freed, as 
far as practicable, from worldly cares and pursuits. 
He ought te be distinguished for liberality and 
hospitality. He ought to have it in his power to 


! . . 
Set an exampie to his floci. in thesg respects. ‘To 


give to all public and char:table institutions hand- 
somely and munificently. in a word, to be the 
almoner of his people. This he cannot be with- 


of the United Foreign Missionary Society, enclos-_ 
ing 11 dollars, handed him by the Rey. A. Peters, 
of Bennington, from a “ laboring man, with a re- 
quest that he would transmit it, and conceal his 
name.” ‘This poor man, it seems, saved 75 cents 
by working on the 4th of July—1 dollar by not 
wearing a neck handkerchief—1 dollar by deny- 
ing himself and family the use of ardent spirits— 
#1 25 by having his fulled cloth only cotoured, 
not dressed, and another item of 4 dollars by 
wearing, himseif and family, thick shoes. ‘The 
motive for publishing, as avowed by the editors 
is, “* that others may be induced to follow so wor- 
thy au example.” | have often been led to think, 
that those who so pertinaciously hold the doctrine 
that the heathen in India must be eternally lost 
for “lack of knowledge,” in their sense ot the 
term—i.e. lost forever, ualess individuals of a. 
more enlightened nation, 10,000 miles off, contri-| 


bute money to support such preachers as their sect! 


select,while abettors and supporters of such a delu-' 
sion, were doubly guilty in not setting a proper ex- 
ample for others. We don’t see them wearing: 
cow hide shoes summer and winter, working inde-| 
pendent day, wearing coarse cloth undressed, going'| 
without a handkerchief, (to say nothing about ar- 
dent spirits,) and denying themselves the comforts 
of life, to enable them to send money to India. 
No,no. They leave it to this poor man, who: 
coubtless believed literally their declarations, to 
set the “worthy example.” 
This man wished to have his name concealed. 
The editor of the Bennington Gazette informs, , 
that, while thus “doing penance and starving his} 
body,” he sold a piece of land and took his pay,| 


but, before the grantee could get his deed re-| 
corded, a creditor of the door atéached the same 


‘ 


ed me. My wife must. know ail the Missionary 
news, and has become a subscriber to several pe- 
riodical works devoted to the cause, and a contri- 
butor towards several charitable projects, which 
I do not rightly understand; such as educating 
poor and pious young men to be qualified for Mis- 
sionary purposes; aod while my poor boys can 
scarcely be afforded three months schocling a 
year, at home, and lose much of their precious 
time fir want of shoes and stock'»gs, my wife 2s 
knutang socks for the Osege Indians! All this may 
be right, for aught | know, but it is very incon- 
venient to me, and really very discouraging. Dut 
i hate to quarrel with my wife on such matters, 
and as she reads your paper, | have ventured to 
make known my grievances in this way, in hopes 
that it may catch her attention, and induce her to 
reflect a little on the subject. For my part I can- 
not help thinking that the educating of our own 
children, and the comfortable provision of our 
family is at least an equal if not a superior duty. | 
will not say that this Missionary spirit isan evil— 
perhaps these rambling, roving men do some good, 
but I know they are to me a much heavier tax 
than all my state and county tax. For my own 

art | hove not yet been able to discover any very 
great good which results from their labours, and 
i have sometimes ventured to say to my wife that 
I believed many of them might be more usefully 
employed at the plough. But! see she don’t like 
to hear any such remarks, and | would not offend 
her for the world, Yours, &c 

Hucu Hvucains. 





The vers tediousness of historians has a good effect ; 
they are a ballast to our ievity, a discipline to the mind, 
of which we feel the benefit in eur svbsequent Lives. 


out a suitable revenue. And it often happens that 
a clergyman is charged with meanness, because 
he is, obiiged to economize rigidly ; to live coarse- 
ly; and to make use of every honest means to 
get along: or, what is the truth, his people are 
covetous, and withhold from him a decent allow- 
ance for his services. I might say a great deal 
en this subjeet, and without the imputation of be- 
ing an interested party. I wish that it may be hon- 
estly canvassed and thoroughly understood by all 
the good people of our land.—Lindsly’s Plea, 

On Slander.—Against slander there is no de- 
fence. Hell cannot boast a fouler fiend; nor man 
deplore a greater foe. It stabs with a word, with 
a shrug, with a look, witha smile. It is the pes. 
tilence walking in darkness, spreading contagion 
far and wide, which the most wary traveller can- 
not avoid: it is the heart-searching dagger of the 
dark assassin; it is the poisoned arrow, whose 
wound is incurable; it is the mortal sting of the 
deadly adder; murder is its employment; inno- 
cence its prey, and ruin its sport. 

—S= 

Evangelical Text_—Some little time back, when 
the ladies wore higher ornaments on the head than 
jat present, a minister took occasion to preach on 
ithe ungodliness of that fashion, and delivered his 
‘text as follows: in the twenty-fourth chapter of 
St. Matthew, and seventeenth verse, are the words 
—‘- Top not—come down!” He then proceeded 
to prove that this was an interdiction of God against 
high head-dress top-knots. A clergyman whom 
curiosity induced to be present, was completely 
puzzled by this text, and when he returned home, 
instantly examined the chapter and yerse from 
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soon find the people ready to embrace the mythol- 


whence it was taken, When he found it thus ae 
ten: “Let him which is on the house-top not come 
down—to take any thing out of his house.” What 
an admirable expounder of the gospel!!! 








Christian Philanthropist. 
NEW-BEDFORD, AUGUST 13, 1822. 








RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, AND THE RIGHT 
OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 

Religious toleration is the greatest blessing guar- 
antied to us by the unanimous voice of a free peo- 
ple. When the civil authority of nations ceased 
to interfere in matters of faith, and to make reli- 
gion the engine of political contention—when the! 
order of the clergy had made a compromise with: 
their vanity and self-interest, to relinquish all’ 
share in the administration of civil affairs, a divorce 
was effected, not more favorable to national tran- 
quillity than to the interests of truth, and the moral | 











improvement of the human species. From that, 
moment, men ceased to place their principles and 
faith at the disposal of any individual or body of 
individuals, whose understandings were liable to 
the same misconceptions, whose natures were 
subject to the same frailties, and whose condition 
in every respect was exposed to the same cas- 
ualties as their own. A provision of this kind, 
adapted to the natural diversities of human genius, 
has given rise to numerous denominations who as- 
sume to themselves the name of christians, and 
and are each anxious for the triumph of their own 
peculiar opinions. But a definite system of faith, 
towards which the atteation of all religious parties 
is now with the utmost solicitude directed, must 
either, in process of time, be relinquished as the 
great object of pursuit, or those ideas must become 
universal, which are supported by the greatest: 
weight of evidence, or whose moral tendency is, 
upon the whole, most unquestionable. Calvinists, 
Arminians, Arians, Sabellians, Unitarians, ‘Trinita- 
rians, Baptists, Methodists, and all other orders of 
protestant dissenters, must either discountenance 
every thing that fosters a spirit of religious ani- 
mosity, live together in peace and harniony, and 
worship God according to their different tenets, 
or they must renounce at once their speculative 
differences of opinion, and embrace some system 
adapted to all ranks, ages, and professions of men, 
all cenditions of society, and all periods of time ; in 
a word, calculated for so universal prevalence, 
that there shall not be heard against it in the 
whole world, a single dissentient yoice. A return 
however, to ancient principles, the old order of 
ceremonies, the doctrine of penances and confess- 
ions, the imposition of creeds, councils, tradition, 
and the authority of the Fathers, can never be 
seriously expected. Jn this country we should as 





ogy of the ancients, or the revolutionary and in- 
fidel principles of a Hume, or a Herbert. It is 
impossible now to revive the principles of sys- 
iems so long since exploded. Men may change 
their opinions, but they cannot stop their progress 

-they may take up their lamentations—they may 
walk among the tombs of their fathers—they may 
call to mind systems and dogmas whose glory has 
departed, but no phoenix will arise from its ashes, 
to give strength and permanence to the rotten and 
ruinous theories their false skill has invented. 
The more they are examined, the fewer claims 
they will be found to have on the esteem and con- 
fidence of the wise and judicious part of mankind. 
Even those modern writers who speak in the bit- 
terest terms of the »rogress of unitarian senti- 
ments, who assume to their own principles a de- 
gree of infallibility, who consider every attempt 
io enlarge and enlighten the mind with just and} 
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extensive views of things, as having tome aspect 
toward deism or infidelity, cannot, in the silent 
hours of reflection be ready to relinquish all claims 
to personal independence ; to sacriff-e without a 
tear the right of private judgment, and give up 
to prescription an eternal and unlimited dominion 
over all the powers of their understanding. While 
they observe every thing that tends to the gran- 
deur of man, adyancing by degrees cowards its 
perfection; while philosophy and science, and the 
recent inventions of the arts are continually open- 
ing new views to the exercise of the human fac- 
ulties, they must be sensible that true religion, 
the noblest and most progressive of all theories, 
is not always to remain in its elements—is not al- 
ways to be encumbered with the vague and whim- 
sical speculations that gained credence in the ear- 
ly ages—speculations of men who disfigured chris- 
tianity as much by the vicious lives they led, and 


|the false pretensions they urged, as by the arro- 


gance and presumption with which they aspired 


to impose their despicable creeds on the con- 


science, and to issue forth their dread anathemas 
as the emblems of divine displeasure. Still, when- 
ever these men speak to the public from the pul- 
pit or the press, with what a spell do their reason 
and intellect seem to be bound! How does their indo- 
lence appear in their unwillingness to investigate |! 
Ifa difficulty occur in the examination of a subject 
which requires deep and laborious research te ar- 
rive at the truth of it, how soon do they set down 
in despair, resolve every thing into mystery, or 
proclaim it at the very outset, far beyond the 
reach of human faculties! What a reference do 
they make of every thing to tradition! With what 
confidence do they rest in the opinions of their 
ancestors, though never so absurd or ridiculous! 
if an opinion is called in question, they have only 
to learn whether it is authorised by St. Basil, or 
St. Polycarp, or St. Athanasius, or St. Hopkins, 
or St. Edwards, or some other one in the calen- 
der of saints, and if it has recieved their sanc- 
tion, the point to be sure, is settled at once; they 
are completely satisfied, and are willing to set 
down, like lazy drones, in a state of perfect apa- 
thy, feeling themselves quite exempted from any 
further exertion. 

We find, therefore, that no charge of those who 
style themselves orthodox is more constantly re- 
iterated at the present day than that of heresy. 
The old popish principle, that the church cannot 
err, that it is incapable of changing its belief, that 
its doctrines must remain the same from age to age 
without any variation, is still kept alive, and al- 
ways becomes a dernier resort when reason and 
demonstration fail. Do you, say they, deny the 
doctrine of the deity of Christ? Then you surely 
are a heretic, for it was determined by the synod 
of eastern and western bishops, held at Nice in 
the fourth century, that Jesus Christ is God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God, and ina 
word, consubstantial to his Father ‘The true 
church must always remain, aud the true doctrine 
in that church. If then you deny the deity of 
Christ, you are a heretic, for it is a doctrine that 
was taught by the true church. Heresy is a 
dreadful thing. Beware how you tamper with 
the truth. He that believeth not this doctrine 
shall certainly perish —-Now we are sensible that 
the charge of heresy may be urged against us for 
not believing this doctrine, but a little retlection 
will be suificient to satisfy any judicious person 
how very weak an argument the charge of here- 
sy would be even if it were made out against us 
in its full force. Would it not be very easy for us, 
if so disposed, to retort upon them and say, you 
are falsely called orthodox. - You are very here- 
tics. Do you pray for the dead? Do you anoint 
with the holy chrism? Do you invoke the saints 


and martyrs? De you offer takés to the Virgits 
Mary? Do you face to the east in your devotions? 
Think you that the wine and bread of the Eucha- 
rist are the real body and blood of Christ? De 
you use wax tapers in yeur churches? Have you 
introduced processions? Do you celebrate the 
great festivals and love-feasts? Do you impose 
penance? Do you grant absolution ? Do you make 
frequent use of crosses? Do you kneel to images? 
Have you a purgatory for the dead? Do you con- 
fer a blessing for marriage? No. We do none of 
these things. We believe none of these things. 
Ah! wretched men, what do I hear? Do you be- 
lieve none of these things? Alas! How sad, how 
pitiful is your condition! How terrible your fate! 
You are indeed most sorry heretics, most dire 
schismatics! For ali these things have been taught 
and practiced many ages by the holy church. 
Why do you not then reject the doctrine of the 
deity of Christ, the only principle that now re- 
mains to remind you of its hallowed mysteries, 
and immediately deliver yourself over to Satan 
for the destrustion of the flesh? Why do you 
hover about this single ruin with unspeakable 
awe and reverence, when there are 90 many 
mausoleums and cemeteries which you pass by 
and regard not? Why do you collect your syl- 
logisms, your inductions, your hypostases, your 
consubstantialities, and troops of logic warriors 
about this ancient and tottering fortalice, and 
dare the enemy to battle? You have no longer 
any room for hope. You have long since de~ 
serted the cause, and are now inspired with a 
false eourage. Think not to deceive mankind 
with words that have no meaning. Presume not 
to be infallible. Cease to denounce as heretics 
all that differ from you. Believe no mysteries 
that are not revealed. Truth has commenced 
its march—you cannot stop it. Use your under- 
standings like men. Take nothing from tradition. 
Yield nothing to authority. Convince yourselves. 
“Why do ye not even of your own selves judge 


that which is right ?” 
be _ ——— 
MARRIED, 

In this town, on Thursday evening last, by the Rey. 
Mr. Whitaker, Capt. ApBrawamM GARpDNER to Miss Ra- 
BECCA JENNEY, daughter of Mr. Jahaziel Jenney. 

In Westport, by A. B. Gifford, Esq. Mr. JonaTHan 
Crosman to Miss Betsey Westaatz—Mr. Sinas Pier- 
Tey to Miss Freson Baigas—Mr. Warren GiFrore 
to Miss Many Reav. 

In Taunton, Mr, Elkanah Woodward to Miss Silence 
Phillips, daughter of Capf.'\Jacob Phillips. 

In Nantucket, Mr. William Holley to Miss Harriet 
Trask, 
ln Salem, Mr. Thomas Doyle to Miss Mary Upton. 


DIED, 
In Plymouth, Mr. Lemuel Robins—-Miss Lydia 
Clark—Jvir. Joseph Avery. His death was occasioned 
by a fall from a house on the Ist inst. 
In Roabury, Mr. William Straw bridge, aged 4%, for- 
merly of Sharon. 
Iu Boston, Mr Jobo Lloyd, « eative of England, 39. 
In Salem, Me. Hero Nichols, aged 44. 
At Sea, on his passage from Bilboa, for Philadelphia, 
on board sch’r Emeraid, Mr. Vinceat Nickerson, of 
Fairhaven, aged 26. 


SHIP NEWS. 
PORT OF NEW-BEDFORD. 
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ARRIVED, 
Aug 6th—Sloop Jane, Gallivon, New-Haven. 
741—Sivops Caroline, Baker, St. Aodrews, with plias- 
ter; Three-Brothers, Shearman. Kennebeck. 
10th—Sloop Francis, Bangs, Boston. 
1 1th—Sloop Shepherdess, Wood, New-York. 
Entered—Sioops Traveller, Davis, from Bostom fac 
Providence; Eliza, Morton, do. 
Cleared—Brig Wm-Thacher,Coggetiall, for Rio Ja 
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POETRY. 


From the New-York Commercial Advertiser. 





THE MERMAID’S SONG. 
EST to thee, mariner, rest— 
The smile of heaven is o’er thee, 
And ocean’s violet breast 
Is smooth and still before thee. 
Mark—on his cloudy throne 
The tempest-demon flying, 
‘And hark—the thunder groan 
Is distant now and dying: 
Then rest thee, mariner, rest, 
The storm is o’er the billow, 


4° And fairy visions blest 


Await thee at thy pillow! 


Sleep, and the blissful dream 
Of home and friends shall meet thee, 
And with the morrow’s beam 
Thy native shore shall greet thee: - 
E’en now the woodland scent 
Steals o’er the waves’ mild motion, 
And wild-wood airs are blent | 
With the dewless breath of ocean. 
Then rest thee, mariner, rest, 
The smile of heav’n is o’er thee, 
And ocean’s violet breast 
Is smooth and still before thee. 
MURDOCH. 
———————————eEEeS 
Ujections to Unitarian Christianity, considered. 
(CONTINUED. } 

“5, Another objection urged against us, is, that 
our system does not produce as much zeal, serious- 
ness and piety as other views of religion. 'This ob- 
jection it is difficult to repel, except by language 
which will seem to be a boasting of ourselyes.— 
When expressed in plain language, it amounts to 
this—“We T'rinitarians and Calvinists are better 
and more pious than you Unitarians, and conse- 
quently our system is more scripturai than yours.” 
Now assertions of this kind do not strike us as very 
modest and humble, and we believe. that truth 
does not require us te defend it by setting up our 
piety above that of our neighbours.—This howey- 
er, we would say, that if our zeal and devotion are 
faint, the fault is our own, not that of our doctrine. 
We are sure that our views of the Supreme Being 
are incomparably more affecting and attractive, 
than those which we oppose. It is the great ex- 
cellence of our system, that it exalts God, vinidi- 
cates his paternal attributes, and appeals power- 
fully to the ingenuous principles of Jove, gratitude 
and veneration; and when we compare it with the 
doctrines which are spread around us, which make 
God a despot, and religion an offering of abject 
fear, we teel that of al! men we are most inexcusa- 
ble, if a filia! piety do not spring up and grow strong 
in our hearts. 

“ Perhaps it may not be difficult to suggest some 
causes for the charge, that our views do not favor 
seriousness and zeal. One reason probably is, that 
we interpret with much rigour those precepts of 
Christ, which forbid ostentation, and enjoin modesty 
and retirementindevotion. We dread aslowy re- 
lgrion. Weare disgusted with pretensions to supe- 
rior sanctity, that s{ale and vulgar way of building 
up asect.. We believe that true religion speaks in 








actions ‘mere than in words, and manifesis itself 


chiefly in the common temper and life; in giving 
up the passions to God’s authority, in inflexible up- 
rightness and truth, in active and modest charity, in 
candid jidgmeént, and in patience under trials and 
injuries. . We fhink it no part of piety to publish 
is fervours, bnt preter a delicacy in regard to 
waese secrets of the soul; and hence, to thase per- 
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‘sons, who think that religion is to be worn conspic- 
!uously and spoken of passionately, we may seem 
cold and dead, when perhaps, were the heart un- 
covered, it might. be seen to be “alive to God,” as 
truly as their own, 

“ Acain it is one of our principles, flowing neces- 
sarily from our views of Cod, that religion is cheer- 
ful; that where its natural tendency is not obstruct- 
ed by false theology or a gloomy temperament, it 
opens the heart to every pure and innocent pleas- 
ure. We donot think, that piety disfigures its face, 
or wraps itself in a funeral pall as its appropriate 
garb. Now too many conteive of religion as some- 
thing solemn, sad, and never to be named but with 
an altered tone and countenance; and where they 
miss these imagined signs of piety, they can hard- 
ly believe that a sense of God dwells in the heart. 

Another cause of the error in question we believe 
tobe this. Our religioussystem absolutely excludes 
those overwhelming terrors and transports, and 
those sudden changes of the character, which ma- 
ny think essential to piety. We do not believe in 
shaking and disordering men’s understandings by 
excessive fear, as a preparation for supernatural 
grace and immediate conversion. ‘This we regard 
as a dreadful corruption and degradation of religion. 
Religion we believe, is a gradual and rational work, 
beginning. ordinarily in education, confirmed by re- 
flexion, growing by a regular use of Christian 
means, and advancing silently to perfection. Now, 
because we specify no time when we were oyver- 
powered and created anew by irresistable impulse ; 
because we relate no agonies of despair succeeded 
by miraculous light and joy, we are thought by 
some to be strangers to piety—how reasonably let 
the judicious determine. 

** Once more; we are thought to want zeal, be- 
cause our principles forbid us to use many methods 
for spreading them, which are common with other 
christians. Whilst we value highly eur peculiar 
views, and look to them for the Lest fruits of piety, 
we still consider ourselves as bound to think chari- 
tably of those who doubt or deny them; and with 
this conviction, we cannot enforce them with that 
vehemence, positiveness andstyle of menace, which 
constitute much of the zeal of certain denomina- 
tions—and we freely confess that we would on no 
account exchange our charity for their zeal; and 
we trust that the time is near, when he who holds 
what he deems truth with lenity and forbearance, 
will be accounted more pious than he who com- 
passeth sea and land to make proselytes to his sect, 
and “shuts the gates of mercy” on all who will 
not bow their understandings to his creed. We 
fear, that in these remarks we may have been un- 
conscientiouly betrayed into a self-exalting spirit. 
Nothing could have drawn them from us, but the 
fact that a very common method of opposing our 
sentiments is to decry the piety of those who adopt 
them. After all, we mean not to deny our great 
deficiencies. We have nothing to boast before 
God, although the cause of truth forbids us to sub- 
mit to the censoriousness of our brethren. 

(To be continued.) 





PARABLE AGAINST PERSECUTION. 

The following beautiful parable closes Jeremy 
Taylor’s admirable work on the Liberty of Proph- 
esying, and contains a moral, which many christ- 
ians of the present day might apply to themselves, 
with no little profit to their charity and christian 
spirit. 

1 end with a story, says he, which I find in the 
Jews’ books. When Abraham sat at his teni door, 
according to his custom, waiting to entertain stran- 
gers, he espied an old man, stooping and leaning 
on his staff, weary with age and travel, coming 
towards him, who was an hundred years of age. 





ed supper, caused him to sit down; but observing 
that the old man eat and prayed not, nor begged 
for a blessing on his meat, asked him, why he 
did not worship the God of heaven? The old man 
told him that he worshipped the fire only, and 
|acknowledged no other god; at which Abraham 
grew so zealously angry, that he thrust the old 
man out of his tent, anJ exposed him to all the 
evils of the night, and an unguarded condition. 

When the old man was gone, God called to A. 
braham, and asked him where the stranger was ? 
He replied, { thrust him away, because he did 
not worship thee. God answered him, | have suf- 
fered him these hundred years, although he dis- 
honored me, and couldst not thou endure him one 
night, when he gave thee no trouble? Upon this, 
saith the story, Abrahain fetched him back again, 
and gave him hospitable entertainment, and wise 
instruction. ‘Go thou and do likewise,” and thy 
charity will be rewarded by the God of Abraham. 

ee 
EXTRACT FROM BRACFBRIDGE HALL. 
A BACHELOR. 
From the sketch entitled a **Bachelor’s Confessions.” 

I have seldom met with an old bachelor that had 
not, some time or other, his nonsensical moment, 
when he would become tender and sentimental, 
talk about the concerns of the heart, and have 
some confession of a delicate nature to make. 
Almost every man has some httle tract of romance 
is his life, to which he looks back with fondness, 
and about which he is apt to grow garrulous occa- 
sionally. He recollects himself, as he was at the 
time, young and gamesome; and forgets that his 
hearers have no other idea of the hero of the tale, 
but such as he may appear at the time of telling 
it, peradventure a withered, whimsical, spindle 
shanked old gentleman. With married men, it is 
true, this is not so frequently the case; their amor- 
ous romance is apt to decline after marriage ; 
why, | cannot for the lite of me imagine; but 
with a bachelor, though it may slumber, it never 
dies. It is always liable to break out again in 
transient flashes, and never so much as on a spring 
morning ia the country; or ona winter evening, 
when seated im his solitary chamber, stiring up the 
fire, and talking of matrimony. 

_- _—a 
CHURCH MUSIC. 

ONGS of the Temple or Bridgewater collec- 

tion of Sacred Music, 9th edition, improved and en- 

larged, price $1, single $10 per dozen. 

Hallowell collection of Sacred Music, adapted to 
the different subjects and metres cominonly used in 
Churches, 2d edition. price 75 cents. 

Northern Harmony, being a collection from the 
works of many approved Authors of Sacred Music, 
price $1 single, $10 dozen. 

Temple Iarmony, price $} single, $10 doz. 








cents single 

Village Harmony, $1, single, $10 dozen. 

Wesleyan Harmony, or a compilation of choice tunes. 
for Public Worship, adapted to the various metres in 
the Methodist Hymn Book. Designed for the Meth- 
odist Societies. By Henry Little, Esq. 2d edition en- 
larged and improved, price 50 cents single, $5, per 
dozen. (¢9-This work has received the approbation 
of the Methodist Ministers composing the conference 
lately held at Nantucket; the choice collection of Mus 
sic tt Contains, and the cheapness of the work, it is pre 
sumed, will give it a general circulation among the 
Methodist connexion in the United States. 

Also, Watt’, Methodists, Belknaps, Wineliell’s 
Watts, and the Christian’s Hymo Books—for sale by 
ANDREW GERRISH, jun. Maine-st’t, New-Bedfo:d. 

(cpr A. G. bas constantly on hand a large assortmen? 
of BOOKS & STATIONARY, which are offered for 
sale on liberal terms. July 16. 


TERMS OF THE PHILANTHROPIST : 





He received him kindly, washed his feet, provid-| 


Two Dollars and Fifty Cents per annmun, payable 
half-yearly in advance 


Fairfax collection, or Parish Harmony, price 50 
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